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Mark's Jesus  for Two Voices Act I

Note on spacing within speeches: Mark often composes in triples, such as “builds of three”  
(also falls, runs, and other progressions of three). In addition to marking changes of topic, the  
spacing  isolates  some of  these  triples,  to  bring  them into  higher  relief  for  the  performers’  
convenience.  The stage direction "KJV" precedes something from or alluding to the Jewish  
Bible, as the King James Version of Mark presents the line.

Opening (audience orientation and warming)

Section  markers serve rehearsal, technical  and  production convenience. They are not "scenes" 
or stopping points  in the performance, which should be seamless within each Act.

Man

Welcome to Mark's Jesus for Two Voices.

Woman

We're the two voices.

Our script is a translation of Mark's Gospel into modern English, except for some excerpts from 
the Jewish Bible, which we'll speak from the 1611 King James Version of  Mark. Our play is 
presented in two acts, with an intermission between. Mark's Gospel is sacred literature for many, 
and great literature for all. We respect both viewpoints tonight.

Man

There is no definitive "original" text of Mark, so we can only estimate what Mark himself really 
wrote. We’ll perform
[Depending on the production choices made: as far as most scholars think he wrote - even 
though it's a suprising place to stop - as you'll see! OR  farther into the final chapter than many 
people think is his. (We'll stop at what is now numbered chapter 16, verse 14. Or else We'll do 
the canonical version, as it has been preached for centuries.) ]

Woman

When Mark wrote, most modern punctuation, such as quotation marks, hadn't been invented yet. 
Some of his words, therefore, served as punctuation or stage directions, like "Jesus said" or "the 
man shouted" Sometimes we’ll  perform the punctuation  and directions  instead of saying the 
words. Otherwise, if we think Mark wrote it, then you’ll hear it tonight, and if you don't hear it,  
then you'll see it or feel it instead.
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Man

Except for what he indirectly reveals of himself in this book, nobody knows anything for sure 
about Mark the man.  He never tells  us his name,  or how he found out about Jesus and the 
disciples,

Woman

Or even that he was a man. Nevertheless, we can be confident that Mark intended his writing to 
be read out loud, because that's how ancient writers wrote. But read aloud in how many voices? 

About sixty different characters speak in Mark's Gospel, and another forty or so interact silently 
with those whose words you hear. Jesus speaks, of course. So do the people Jesus healed - and 
their  demons.  There  are  the  possibly  very  young  men  Jesus  chose  to  be  the  disciples,  his 
students, and a few people Jesus might have wished he had chosen, like the pagan mother who 
spoke up to give Jesus back better than he had dished out to her.

When Mark wrote that scene, he couldn’t have known that someday he would be Saint Mark.

Man

And who are the two of us in this story? Think of us as voices in the mind of an accomplished  
ancient storyteller, following Aristotle's advice to act out in the privacy of his workroom the 
characters he is writing about.

Between us,  we will  be Mark, telling you his story set  in a country overrun by the Roman 
Empire, a small nation whose one God sought to bridge Heaven and Earth through his son, Jesus.

Section 1 (John the Baptist, Jesus baptized and in the wilderness) 1:1 - 1:13

Together

 The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

Woman

As the prophet Isaiah wrote,  [KJV] Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall 
prepare thy way before thee. The voice of one crying in the wilderness, “Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight.” 

John  the  Baptist  went  into  the  wilderness,  preaching  his  baptism  to  change  hearts  for  the 
forgiveness of sins.  All Judea and all Jerusalem went to be baptized by John in the Jordan river, 
openly admitting their sins.  

John wore camel’s hair and a leather belt. 
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Man

He eats locusts and wild honey.   

[He preached,] Somebody greater than I comes after me. I don't deserve to  bend down and untie 
his sandal.  I washed you with water; he will immerse you in the Holy Spirit. 

Woman

In those days, Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee. John baptized him in the Jordan. Just as he 
rises up from the water, he saw the skies torn apart, and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 
A voice came from the sky, 

You are my son. I love you. I am delighted with you. 

Man

Then the Spirit sends Jesus into the desert. He stayed in the wilderness forty days. Satan tested 
him. Jesus was with wild animals; but the angels looked after him. 

==========

Section 12 (Gerasene exorcism) 5:1 - 5:20

Man

They crossed the sea, to the land of the Gerasenes. As soon as Jesus left the boat, a man with an 
unclean spirit came up to meet him, from out of the tombs where this man lived. 

Nobody could tie him up any more,  not even with chains.  Many times,  he'd been bound in 
shackles  and chains,  but  he’d torn the chains  apart  and shattered  the shackles.  Nobody was 
strong enough to tame him. Night and day, in the tombs or in the mountains, he'd cry out and cut 
himself with stones. 

When the man saw Jesus from afar, he ran up to him. He dropped to his knees. The man cried 
out, then he said, 

“What am I to you or you to me, Jesus, Son of God the Most High?"

Jesus said "Leave him, demon."

 "By God, I beg you, don't hurt me.”  

Jesus asked him, “What's your name?” 

“Legion is my name; we are many.” The man begged Jesus again and again not to send Legion 
out of the region. 
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Now, a large herd of pigs was feeding near the mountain.  The demons begged Jesus, “Send us 
into the pigs.” Jesus gave permission. The demons left the man and entered the swine. The herd 
rushed down the steep bank into the sea, drowning about two thousand pigs.  

Woman

The swineherds ran away. spreading the story throughout city and countryside. 

People came out to see what had happened.  They go up to Jesus, and see
the man who had been possessed by demons, 
sitting, with his clothes on, sane, 
this man who'd had the Legion. 

They were frightened. Those who'd seen what happened told their story about the man and the 
pigs who'd been beset by demons. 

People began to ask Jesus to leave the region. After Jesus got into the boat, the man who'd been 
possessed by demons begged to go with him.  Jesus didn’t allow that, but told him,

Go home. Preach to your own people.
Tell them how much the Lord did for you,
that he had mercy on you.

The man went on his way, preaching throughout The Ten Cities how much Jesus had done for 
him. Everyone there marveled. 

==========

Section 22 (Transfiguration) 9:2 - 9:11

Woman

Six days later, Jesus took Peter, James, and John. They climbed a high mountain to be by 
themselves. 

There, right in front of them, Jesus was  - changed.

His clothes became shining white, as no bleach on earth can whiten them.  

Then Elijah and Moses appeared to them, talking with Jesus. 

Man

 Peter says, “Rabbi, This is good we’re here. Let’s pitch three tents: for you, Moses and Elijah.” 
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Woman

Peter didn’t know what to say. They were terrified. 

Then a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came from out of the cloud, “This is my Son. I 
love him. Listen to him.” 

Man

Then suddenly, they looked around, and they saw nobody anymore ,... 

Woman

... only Jesus, all alone, with them.  

As they came down from the mountain. Jesus warned them to tell nobody what they had just  
seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

Man

They kept it to themselves, because they wondered,
What is that? Rising? from the dead?

Woman

But what they asked Jesus was:

Man

 Why do the clerks say that Elijah should come first?

[The Man and Woman exit together.]

- Curtain, Act I -

Act II

Section 23 (Elijah came first; difficult exorcism) 9:12 - 9:29

Woman

[Enters alone] Jesus answered their question.
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Elijah came first. He [KJV]  restoreth all things. Isn’t it written that the Son of Man must suffer 
badly and be destroyed?  Elijah came, I tell you, and as it's written, [KJV] they have done unto 
him whatsoever they listeth. 

As Jesus and his companions approached, they saw his other students surrounded by a crowd, 
arguing with some clerks. When the crowd saw Jesus, they became excited and ran to greet him. 

[Jesus to the clerks] What are you asking them?

Man

[Enters from the audience. A man from the crowd answered], Teacher, I brought you my son, 
who cannot talk because he has a spirit. Wherever it seizes him,
it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, grinding his teeth. My son wastes away. 

I asked your students to get it out. They couldn't. 

Woman

Disbelieving generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring 
him to me. 

They brought the boy to Jesus. As soon as he saw Jesus, the demon shook the boy's body. He fell 
down, thrashing and foaming. 

[Jesus asked his father,] How long has he been like this? 

Man

Since childhood. Many times, this thing has tried to kill him by throwing him into fire or water. 
If you can help at all, please, take pity on us.

Woman

All things are possible to someone who believes. If you can.

Man

[Makes an inarticulate cry, then]  I do believe. Help me to stop my disbelief! 

Woman

Jesus saw that the crowd had gathered around. He rebuked the demon,

"Mute and deaf spirit, I command you, leave him! Never come back!" 

After much shouting and convulsions, the demon left the boy,
but then he became like a corpse, so that most of the onlookers said, 
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Man

He's dead!  

Woman

Jesus took the boy's hand, and raised him. He got up. 

Man

When Jesus returned to the house, his students asked him privately,  “Why couldn’t we get it 
out?”  

Woman

Jesus told them, “Only through prayer can this kind come out.” 

=========

Section 30 (Preparation for and entry into Jerusalem) 11:1 - 11:11

Woman

When they were approaching Jerusalem, through Bethsphage and Bethany,  then close by the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sends two students, [and tells them,] 

Go to that village up ahead. As soon as you arrive, you’ll find a donkey colt tied up. No one has  
sat on him yet. Untie him, and bring him. If anybody asks you, ‘Why are you doing that?’ say,  
‘The Lord needs him;’ and then whoever it is will send the colt back here. 

Man

The pair went, and found the colt tied at a doorway beside the street. They untied him.  Some of 
those who were standing there asked them,  “What  are  you doing,  untying that  colt?”  They 
answered just as Jesus had told them, and the people let them proceed. 

Woman

The students brought the colt to Jesus. They threw their cloaks on the animal's back, and Jesus 
sat down on him. 

Many other people spread their cloaks on the roadway; still others cut branches from the fields, 
and spread those on the road.  People walked in front and behind, crying out, “Hosanna! [KJV] 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the kingdom of our father David 
that is coming in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 
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Man

Jesus visited the temple in Jerusalem. After Jesus looked around at everything, he and his twelve 
left for Bethany, because by then it was evening.  

==========

Section 44 (Curtain scene) 15:47  - 16:14

Woman

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where Jesus had been laid. 

When  the  Sabbath  was  over,  Mary  Magdalene,  and Mary the  mother  of  James,  along with 
Salome, bought spices, to go anoint Jesus. They come to the tomb shortly after dawn on the first 
day of the week.  They asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the door of the 
tomb for us?” But when they look,  they see that the stone has been rolled back. It was enormous. 

When they entered the tomb, they were surprised to see a young man sitting on the right side, 
dressed in a white robe.  The young man tells them, 

Don’t be afraid. You're looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who has been crucified.
He was raised. He is not here. Look, there's where they laid him!
Go tell his students and Peter, "He goes on ahead to Galilee. You will see him there, as he told 
you."

The women bolted from the tomb. They were in shock, shaking and trembling. They said nothing 
to anyone. They were afraid.  

[Curtain Option ("Short Ending" )

[The Woman exits.]

- Curtain -

]

Woman (continues)

Jesus had risen early on that morning. Afterward, he appeared first to the woman from whom he 
had expelled seven demons,  Mary Magdalene.
Mary went to tell those who had been with Jesus, those who had been mourning and crying.
When the eleven heard that Jesus is alive, and that Mary had seen him, ... they didn't believe her.
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Later on, Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them as they were heading off for a walk in 
the countryside.
Those two came back, to tell the others. ... they didn't believe them, either.

Finally, when they were all reclining together at table, 

Together [The Man from off]

Jesus appeared,  

Man

[Enters] to the eleven of them. Jesus corrected them for their disbelief and their hard hearts, 
because they had not believed

Together

those who had seen  

Woman

Jesus,
risen
from the dead.

[Curtain Option (Recommended)

- Curtain -

]

Man

Jesus told them,

Go out into the whole world, and preach the gospel to every creature. Whoever has believed and 
has been baptized will be saved. Whoever has disbelieved  will be damned. 

Woman

These signs will accompany those who have believed: 
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Man

In my name they will cast out demons; 

Woman

they will speak with new tongues;  

Man

they will handle serpents; nothing they drink, will harm them;

Woman

they will lay their hands upon the sick, and the sick will be well. 

Man

And so indeed, 

after the Lord Jesus spoke to them, he was elevated up in the sky, and sat at the right hand of 
God. 

Woman

As for the apostles, they went out and they preached everywhere. 

The Lord works with them. 

Man

He proves his word by the signs that accompany them.

Together

Amen.

- Curtain -


