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Some non-Native texts related to Aspinquid

Here are two items in the Halifax Gazette (an overall title for a series of newpapers printed by Anthony 
Henry in the latter 1700's under several different titles). In the transcript, spelling has been modernized 
and Americanized. Spelling of Native names, insofar as I could decipher them character-for-character, 
have been left as I found them. Capitalization, paragraphing and punctuation have been modified for 
ease of reading. Some words were indecipherable, and what I could make of them was placed in square 
brackets, [ ... ]. Some Native names are plainly not real names, and are apparently parodies. Lengthy 
instances of these have also been placed in square brackets. Square brackets are also used for pointers 
to notes and to modern synonyms for some archaic words.

Also given is the text of a sign that was maintained atop the First Hill at Mount Agamenticus during the 
late 20th Century and into the first decade of the 21st by the York, Maine Masonic lodge named after St 
Aspinquid. A durable green version of the sign was removed by authorities in 2006. It was replaced by 
a similarly phrased white sign for a while through 2009. The wording given here was extracted from an 
incomplete photo of the green sign and, for the last several words (beginning at "with stones"), from a 
challenging to decipher photograph of the white sign.The  transcription here preserves some minor 
phrasing oddities of the green sign version (for examples, believed in the first paragraph, where the 
sense suggests beloved, which oddity is also seen on the white sign, and the apparent omission of the 
word as in the second-to-last paragraph, just and was instead of and as was.)

Finally, there is the text of a plaque placed on the granite base of the statue of Passaconaway in the 
Edson Cemetery at Lowell, Massachusetts. The monument was erected in 1899 by the "Improved 
Order of Redmen," a fraternal group with a Massachusetts chapter. The plaque mentioning Aspinquid 
was affixed to the base after the statue was erected, possibly during renovations in the 60's or maybe 
those made in 2011 (although the racially and religiously blunt phrasing strongly suggests an earlier 
date). Passaconaway's name has been inscribed in the stone base since 1899, according to 
contemporaneous reports. 

==========

Nova Scotia Chronicle and Weekly Advertiser, May 29 to June 5, 1770, p. 184 (leftmost column)

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=4p3FJGzxjgAC&dat=17700529&printsec=frontpage&hl=en

Halifax June 5

On Thursday last, being the 31st of May [see note 1], the Festival of St Aspinquid was celebrated at 
Northwest Arm, at Mr Nathan's and Mr Jordan's, both fishermen, where elegant dinners at both places 
were provided, consisting of various kinds of fish &c. After dinner at Mr Nathan's were dicharged a 
number of cannon, and at Mr Jordan's, muskets, and many loyal toasts were drunk in honor of the day. 
At Mr Jordan's, the toasts after the usual manner were the twelve sachems chiefs of the twelve tribes 
who were general friends and allies to the English, and are as follows [see note 2 for the names and 
titles used in the toasts]:



To the memory of St Aspinquid, chief sachem of all the tribes of Indians in the Northern District of 
North America,

Sachem Hindrick, chief of the Mohawks,

Sachem Unkess, chief of the Mohegans

Sachem [Woonpakkooaniugh], chief of the Narragansetts

Sachem Massasoiett, chief of the Wompanoogs

Sachem Waban, chief of the Naticks

Sachem Peagan, chief of the [Assoooomisscoos]

Sachem [Wookooocoonaught], chief of the Poonkkapoogs

Sachem Boombarreen, chief of the Norridgewoaks

Sachem [Wewoookkadondona], chief of the Penobscotts

Sachem Egeeremmitt, chief of the Passamauquada

Sachem Pier Thomas, [Woompakkamunnyquassen], chief of St John's

-----

1. May 31st was the First Quarter of the moon after the first full moon of May, consistent with the 
algorithm mentioned in the second newspaper story below.

2. Aspinquid: There was no overall Native American-First Nation sachem for all tribes north of 
Virginia (that is, the British colonial Northern District), and Aspinquid's "title" in the toast is fanciful. 
There had been a (British) Superintendent of Indians in the Northern District of North America since 
1755, Sir William Johnson.

http://treatiesportal.unl.edu/planof1764/

(Throughout the toast, the word rendered here as sachem was typeset as sacham).

Hindrick: There were two Mohawk chiefs named Hindrick, both allied with Great Britain. One died in 
1735, and the other in 1765.

http://www.adirondackalmanack.com/2010/05/the-two-hendricks-a-mohawk-indian-mystery.html

Uncas: Mohegan chief Uncas died in 1698, and was allied with Great Britain.

http://mohegan.nsn.us/heritage/our-history/sachem-uncas

Narragansett: The chief's name may be fanciful. The Naragansett were friendly with Great Britain.

Massasoit: Chief of the Wompanoags, friend to the English since Mayflower times. He died in 1661.

Waban: not a sachem, but reputedly the first recorded Native American convert to Protestant 
Christianity in Massachusetts, by Reverend John Eliot in 1646. (Another candidate for that "first" is 
Hiacoomes of Martha's Vineyard, who also vies for being the first Native ordained pastor.) Waban 
came to live in Natick, a place name (a "praying town" established for Native converts). 

Peagan: It is unclear who, if anybody in particular, is meant. The tribal name is either fanciful or 
untranscribable.

Ponkapoag: Also a place name, another "praying town" (like Natick, mentioned above in the entry for 
Waban). It was also used as a tribal name by the English for some Massachusett tribe members. The 
sachem's name appears fanciful.



Bomazeen: A Norridgewock chief, who signed peace treaties with the British, but who was also a 
prominent attacker of British settlements, especially after he was treacherously seized at Pemaquid 
during a truce in 1694 and imprisoned at Boston. He died in 1724, in a raid by the British colonists 
against his tribe.

Penobscots: More typically allied with the French than the British, The chief's name appears fanciful.

Egeremet: The name of two Passamaquoddy leaders. The better documented elder died in 1696 at 
Pemaquid, killed under flag of truce along with Ahenquid (not to be confused with the 1694 incident at 
Pemaquid in which Bomazeen was captured, see above). A younger Egeremet supposedly (and so 
possibly relevant in the context of the toast to friends of the English) joined the British and a mostly 
Mohawk Native force in the 1724 attack on the Norridgewocks in which Bomazeen died.

Pierre Tomah: The name of a chief of the St John's (Malecite) tribe at the time of the toast.

==========

Nova Scotia Gazette and Weekly Chronicle May 25, 1773 

(unnumbered page, in Google, begins on right of their third page and ends on left of their second)

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=4p3FJGzxjgAC&dat=17730525&printsec=frontpage&hl=en

Mr Henry

Please insert the following piece in your next Gazette and you'll oblige one of your constant readers.

What immortal honors has Nova Scotia acquired from the due observance of the anniversary feast of 
the great, the good, the wise, the just, the pious and the most exemplary Saint Aspinquid! The other 
colonies justly revere his memory & piously keep his festival; but this can boast of its more numerous 
converts; every year produces a great many new votaries to this most excellent pattern of saintship.

Here we behold English, Welch, Caledonians, Hibernians, Gauls, Dutch, Germans, Russians, Swiss 
&c., all meeting together on this incomparable occasion, perfectly united in principle and sentiment to 
celebrate the praises of our American saint.How pleasing the sight! How happy the day! where his 
pious and immortal memory is duly and reverently observed according to the rubric of our American 
ancestors.

There are indeed some bigots among us, who pretend to patronize a long list of calendared mock saints, 
who envy us the happines of keeping this day and vainly endeavor to blacken the character of our 
immaculate hero, but maugre [= despite] all their uncharitable reflections, we will pursue this laudable 
custom, and pity those who pretend to honor the names of such as ought justly to be deemed tyrants 
and the butchers of mankind.

It is indeed to be lamented that on the anniversary of our saint there was a great defection in King's 
County, as the day was not observed with the usual solemnities, and it is worthy of particular notice 
that on the night following, those of that county seemed to be marked out and punished in an 
extraordinary manner by suffering the effects of a tremendous storm wherein numbers of homes and 
barns were blown down, much cattle destroyed, with other incredible damage, whereby many of the 
followers of our saint were made sensible of their impious neglect and conscious of having failed in an 
essential point of duty. A numerous company of them met a few days after at Brother York's in 
Falmouth, and kept the festival in the usual manner.



Now, as this is a moveable feast which always happens seven days after the first new moon in the 
month of May, and as everyone is not furnished with Lilius' Almanac [see note 1], in which the day is 
marked in capitals, the brethren are hereby informed that it falls out this year on Friday the 28th instant, 
and this seasonable notice is given so that none may plead ignorance of the same.

And it is devoutly wished that all labor and business might be laid aside on that day, that no occasion of 
offence be given to the conscientious observers of a feast thus piously observed in commemoration of 
this unparalleled personage, to whom all other saints must veil [probably vail was intended, a sign of 
respect]. 

Much [Oil...e] labor has been spent in characterizing this truly great person, whose life and labors will 
shine in the annals of fame to the latest posterity, and sorry should I be that any should yet entertain any 
remaining doubt of the truth of what has been annually published about his canonization. If there are 
any such, I advise that the next year they join the pious company who perform the annual pilgrimage to 
visit the tomb of our saint on Mount Agamenticus, and they may be perfectly satisfied by applying to 
[Ouulahpatulaatpotoagah] Sachem to the Amariscoggan tribe and Grand Librarian to the Aboriginies 
through all North America. 

There they may find in those famous archives and sacred repositiories the large folio library of our 
saint's life and labors, a work of inestimable value, compiled by Bomazeen [Woohoaulahtampagaaalah] 
Sachem to the tribe of Wompanoags. This famous history is very curiously wrote or marked in 
hieroglyphics [note 2], the leaves are of birch bark twenty foot sqaure containing nine hundred and 
ninety nine pages. It was first deciphered and rendered into English by the learned 
[Mawhonteenwoodandallah] Sachem to the [Alliaahwultuwduuuly's] alias Mohawks, a person of 
[profound?] erudition. From this piece of antiquity, the learned and curious may expect many useful 
discoveries as soon as we can obtain an authentic copy for the press.

As the number of Aspiquidians is greatly increased, and as the company this year will be too numerous 
to be entertained at one house, it is determined by the stewards appointed on this occasion that there be 
two places of resort at Sandwich River, one at Captain Jordan's, the other at Nathan Ben Saddi Nathan's 
[note 3], where everything necessary will be provided for the celebration of this grand festival.

[signed] Aspinquidinus

-----

1. The actual title of "Livius' Almanac" is the Nova Scotia Calendar, and it was published by Anthony 
Henry, who also published the newspaper. It is thus more than possible that "Aspinquidinus" is Mr 
Henry, or someone in his employ, giving a plug for his firm's other offerings. For 1773,

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=aeu.ark:/13960/t2p56c80p;view=1up;seq=5

May 28th is indeed marked with ST ASPINQUID, and the new moon was the 21st.  An earlier edition 
of the Calendar (1772) has the similar treament of St Aspinquid's day (May 9th that year). No such 
notation appeared later in 1791 or 1797. 

According to Anne Dondterman ("Anthony Henry, Lilius, and the Nova-Scotia Calender"), the almanac 
was published from 1769 through the end of the 18th Century, when Henry died in 1800.

http://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/bsc/article/view/17808/14741

2. Mi'kmac people native to greater Nova Scotia used inscribed symbols ("hieroglyphics") which, by 
the 1740's, had been adapted for the writing of prayers by the French missionaries. Birch bark scrolls 
were convenient for this purpose. 

3. Nathan Ben Saddi was the pseudonym of Robert Dodsley (1704-1764) used in his 1740 The 



Chronicle of the Kings of England, a history written in the style of the King James Bible Old 
Testament. There was also an American satirical book in similar style, A Fragment of the Chronicles of 
Nathan Ben Saddi, published in Phildelphia during 1758 by Benjamin Franklin's business partner, 
James Chattin. In both works, the pseudonymous Nathan is supposedly a Jewish priest or rabbi.

==========

Former signage atop Mount Agamenticus

St. Aspinquid

Died 1682

Age 94

Aspinquid was an Indian medicine man who was believed by all the tribes of Indians and lived in this 
vicinity.

He was converted to the Christian faith and thereafter was known as St. Aspinquid.

When he died, Indians came from hundreds of miles away to pay tribute to his memory and it's alleged 
that 6,723 wild animals were sacrificed here to celebrate his funeral on this mountain.

He was buried here, on Mt. Agamenticus and was the Indian custom his grave was covered with stones 
to prevent the wolves from digging up his remains.

For centuries it has been customary for visitors to Mt Agamenticus to add a stone to his grave and you 
are invited to do tribute to an Indian who was a Christian gentleman by adding a stone.

==========

Plaque on the base of the statue in the Edson Cemetery, Lowell Massachusetts

Chief of the Penacooks

Great warrior and friend to the White Man
Embraced Christianity
Died at the age of 122
Known as 

Aspinquid - The Indian Saint

Property of the Improved Order of Red Men of Massachusetts 


